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Background 

In addition to comments included in document 4-5, Denmark provides the following additional comment 

concerning the introduction text in the Sea-based activity segment (page 29 of document 4-1), where the 

following changes (written in red) are suggested: 

Commercial fishing takes place in large areas of the Baltic Sea, with direct effects on target species as well as 

on protected species and habitats. Currently, the majority of Baltic Sea commercial fish stocks are not in good 

status with respect to biomass and fishing mortality. Physical disturbance to the seabed from bottom trawling 

and by-catches of birds, marine mammals and non-target fish species in fishing gear constitute other 

pressures on the ecosystem, which need to be reduced. Furthermore, intensive fishing activities contributes 

leads to shifts in the food web, alterations in size-age distribution, as well as reductions in reproductive 

capacity and resilience of both fish and other marine organisms. 

Denmark thinks it should be clarified that the text regards commercial fishing. Recreational fishing is only to 

a limited extent regulated and is generally not considered a threat. 

Fishing mortality has generally been greatly limited in recent years with reductions in quotas, which are set 

on the basis of biological advice and MSY targets. The quotas reflect the acceptable fishing mortality, which 

is then not considered problematic. It is hence not correct to state that "..not in good status with respect to 

.. fishing mortality .."> Delete "and fishing mortality". 

It is difficult to recognize the picture that today we have intensive fishing in the Baltic Sea, cf. the generally 

very low quotas, which are set on the basis of biological advice, which i.a. includes consideration of 

reproductive capacity, etc. It would be more correct to write: "Furthermore, fishing activities contribute to…" 

 

Action requested 

The Meeting is invited to discuss and, as found suitable, agree to incorporate the Danish comments to the 
updated Baltic Sea Action Plan. 

 


